I feel like I live among angels’

Twigg family receives
wheelchair-accessible
van, thanks to donor

JON BLEIWEIS
STAFF WRITER

Chelsea Hudson wasn’t sure
the GoFundMe campaign she
started to help raise money for
her friend, Danielle Twigg, to pay
for a wheelchair-accessible van
would become fully funded. She
began another round of reaching
out to local businesses, then she
got the message that would
change her longtime friend’s life.

It came from a Delmarva busi-
ness owner, who otherwise
wished to remain anonymous.

He came across the campaign
and wanted to help.

After Twigg lost out on a Na-
tional Mobility Month contest to
win a van, Eve Slocum of Ocean
City reached out with an offer to
purchase her van at a reduced
price.

Twigg has been in need of the
van to help transport her 9-year-
old son, Layne, who is wheel-
chair-bound and growing to the
point where carrying him started
to put a physical toll on her.

Slocum used the van for her
wheelchair-bound son, who died
in September. As a result, she no
longer needed the van for its
unique functions, but needed
money for her own vehicle.

Hudson couldn’t believe it. At
one point she thought it was
spam. She asked him to call her to
prove it was real.

The next day, a $7,000 check
was in the mail.

“I think I cried and laughed on
the phone,” Hudson said. “He
probably thought I was crazy.”

Twigg does not know who the
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Danielle Twigg lifts her son, Layne, in the new wheelchair-accessible van she received June 23.

mystery donor is, but she does
have a message for him: “I would
give him the biggest hug in the
world and just tell him that thank
you is not enough,” she said,
fighting back tears. “There’s no
way that I would ever be able to
pay him back for what he’s done
for us.”

“Anybody need a van?”

For years, in order for Twigg
to take Layne anywhere, she had
to lift him from his wheelchair
and place him in her Chevrolet
Tahoe.

Now she’s able to get him in a
car with the push of a button.

On the evening of Tuesday,
June 23, in the parking lot of the

Millville Town Center, Twigg took
Layne out of her SUV and placed
him into his wheelchair, when she
heard a voice.

It was Slocum.

“Anybody need a van,” she
asked, as she parked the 1997
Dodge Ram 3500 in a spot nearby.

Slocum, her fiancee, Jack
Wyper, and daughter, Ellen Ruby,
emerged and were introduced to
Twigg and her family before they
opened the side door of the van,
where the lift emerged and de-
scended to the ground.

Wyper began to show Twigg
some of the van’s tips and tricks
as he lowered the lift to the
ground. Twigg and Slocum put
Layne on the lift and, when Wyp-
er pushed the button, they

watched him go up, clapping and
smiling along the way.

Wyper lowered the lift and
then let Twigg give it a try.

Twigg said it felt different to
use the lift. She is excited to drive
it, but was most excited to see
Layne on the lift. For a while, she
was at a loss for words.

“It’s a lot less strenuous,” she
said. “It felt like a weight off my
shoulders, literally.”

The group then enjoyed a cele-
bratory dinner at Hooked Up in
Millville, where Slocum gave
Twigg the keys to the van and told
her the title was in the car.

In recent months, Slocum was
asked by others for the van,
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which she had for sale. One wanted to
live in it with his dog for the summer. An-
other wanted to use it to transport car-
pet.

But when her friend, Samantha Aar-
on, cut out a copy of a Delaware Wave
story about Twigg and gave it to her, Slo-
cum knew where the van needed to end
up.
The facts were too similar, Aaron
thought, calling Twigg Slocum, but 25
years ago. Both Slocum and Twigg are
single mothers who raised wheelchair-
bound children.

“This is exactly what I wanted to hap-
pen with my son’s van,” Slocum said,
minutes after she gave the keys to
Twigg. “This is huge. This is exactly
where it should be going.”

The campaign

The money raised from the Go-
FundMe campaign — $2,345 raised by 39
people in three weeks — will go toward
taxes, title transfer, new license plates
and the first year of insuring the vehicle
under Twigg’s name.

“It took everybody involved to make
this happen and we did it,” Twigg said. “I
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Layne Twigg, 9, surrounded by family and supporters, sits on the wheelchair lift of his family's

new wheelchair-accessible van.

feel like I live among angels, honestly.
There’s no other way to put it.”

Janice Vincent of Ocean View wrote a
message on Facebook that served as a fi-
nal push to break the $2,000 barrier for

the GoFundMe campaign.

“Would you give up one beer this
weekend to help Dani,” she wrote. “Right
now, $159 is all that is needed. ... She
needs 16 people to donate $10 each or 31

“It’s so nice that a
community has chipped in
and made somebody’s life a
little easier.”

JANICE VINCENT
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people to donate $5.”

Donations started pouring in, includ-
ing one for $159. Vincent hopes the con-
tributions will make a difference.

“I think people basically have good
hearts and that’s what happened this
time,” she said. “It’s so nice that a com-
munity has chipped in and made some-
body’s life a little easier.”

Vincent, who has never met Twigg in
person and didn’t know of her until she
was involved in the contest in May, hopes
to be able to say hello to her sometime
soon.

“It’ll certainly be easy to see her now
because she’ll have that beautiful van,”
she said. “That’s for sure.”

jbleiweis@dmg.gannett.com
443-210-8125

On Twitter @JonBleiweis and Facebook at
Facebook.com/byjonbleiweis



